OCCUPIED   ZONE

The customs-officers, generally more strict, are able to
hinder the inter-zone traffic, but it cannot be stopped.
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OCCUPIED ZONE

THE occupied zone is a little better off for food supplies
than the other zone because it includes the more pro-
ductive departements. But here also, though with de-
creasing bitterness, town-dwellers are at odds with the
peasants whose products are sent to the Germans, either
willingly or under compulsion. The state of mind here is
different in the sense that being already under German
occupation, the French have little more to fear. Dis-
regarding the fretful policy of Vichy, they would gladly
see all France occupied.

The French who have to suffer the permanent presence
of the enemy, and who may at any time be named as
hostages, are in the majority for de Gaulle. They see in
him the man who incarnates the spirit of resistance and
gives them reason for hope.

Despite "jamming,'' and the penalties to which they
expose themselves, the French listen religiously to the
broadcast speeches of General de Gaulle.

There are also partisans of P6tain. These are not
numerous and do not manifest a violent enthusiasm for
the Marshal. They do not want to believe in the Marshal's
treachery, thinking that his actions have no other end
but to deceive the enemy. Many afe convinced that
Marshal Petain is in agreement with General de Gaulle.

Even those in the occupied zone who openly espouse
the Marshal's cause, do not disapprove of the resistance
led by General de Gaulle, but wish for his success.

Here is a story which sent a laugh round Paris and
shows what popularity Petain enjoys in the capital. It
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